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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – December 7, 2020 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:03 p.m. via a 
Zoom conference call due to the COVID-19 health emergency. Committee members present via zoom call: Chair 
Smith, Bob Goodrich, Jane Johnson, Joely Fanning, Rachel Elkins, Cheri Domina. 
 
ABSENT 
Roberta Visser 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the Zoom 
App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 860 7678 3714 password 
468380. The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
None 
 
MINUTES 
The commission members considered the meeting Minutes for November 2, 2020. There was a motion by 
Johnson to approve the Minutes of November 2, 2020. There was a second to the motion by Elkins and no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call except Goodrich who abstained. Motion passed.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT   
The Chair asked for comments from the public and there was none at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Annual LCHIP Property Monitoring 
Smith noted that Mt. Cresson and Honey Hill need monitoring. He said he has asked Bob McKelvey for status and 
McKelvey will get it done within next few weeks. 
 
NH Association of Conservation Commission Dues 
Smith reminded the committee that this item was tabled from last meeting. He asked for comments. He noted 
Domina sent out a list of services provided by the NH Association of Conservation Commission. Domina said she 
did contact them but didn’t get a response. She did research online. She said they need to update their 
information online. She said it could be worth it if this commission takes advantage of their workshops. Johnson 
said that if we don’t join this year, and want to join next year, they have charged us in the past for both years 
when rejoining.  
 
Fanning said she is going to register for a workshop that they are sponsoring. Smith said the cost of membership is 
$375 for the year. Smith said he found interesting a listing of the member committees and the list is 

http://www.zoom.us/
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comprehensive. Johnson added that it would be good to interact more with the Conservation Commissions within 
Cheshire County. 
 

Motion was made by Fanning to pay dues of $375 to renew the NH Association of Conservation 
Commission membership for year 2021, second by Domina. There was no further discussion. All were in 
favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
Runway Fun Park 
Smith described the Special Exception received by the group from the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA). Planning 
Board approval is planned for December 10, 2020. Johnson noted that the winter months are difficult for these 
kinds of businesses. She said people need to attend ZBA or Planning Board meetings if they feel strongly one way 
or the other about such businesses. Johnson also asked if that is best use of that piece of land. She noted wildlife 
will be in the area. Fanning spoke about the difficulties in finding information on the website about the Agendas 
for the ZBA and the Planning Board meetings. Fanning talked about the possibility of going to Town Administrator 
Michael Branley about making the website easier to navigate. Elkins said any correspondence with the Town 
officials is good. 
 
Johnson asked the other members for any questions about the Runway Fun Park. She also asked if some might be 
interested in attending the meeting. Fanning asked about FAA approval for the site. There was more discussion 
about Fanning writing a letter to Branley and Fanning said she would write it. Smith thanked Fanning for 
volunteering to write the letter. 
 
Monadnock Humane Society Garage 
Johnson noted the expansion is not in wetlands. Fanning said the proposal is for a four bay, single story unit in 
back of the existing building. The Commission had no other comments about the application. 
 
American Farmland Trust 
Fanning said they are looking at a way to have sustainable farm enterprises in local communities. Domina said 
they encourage preservation of farmland. Smith suggested looking at the materials. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Mount Cresson Forest Management Plan Status 
Smith said he put copies of the plan in the mailbox for the Commission in Town Hall for the new members of the 
Commission. Smith said the idea is to manage the forest to encourage wildlife and growing of prime timber. Smith 
said it could be May or possibly April start for the timbering project that has been delayed due to the current low 
price for timber. He asked the new members to read the plan before next meeting and bring any questions about 
it to that meeting. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith said there were no expenditures last month. $6,649.75 is the same amount as last month. Johnson asked 
about the $2,000 that was spent for spraying the invasive species at the Riley property. Smith that invoice has 
been submitted to Finance to be paid but it is not yet showing up in the total expenditures. Smith said he expects 
it will show up next month. 
 
OLD BUSINESS    
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Wantasiquet Monadnock Hiking Trail 
Smith noted a thank you for a donation from Lynne Borofsky, Treasurer of the WMT Coalition. 
 
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) Complaint 
Smith provided information about a letter sent by the NH DES land resources program to a local couple about a 
complaint they received regarding wetlands, and alteration of terrain without a permit. Smith said he gave a copy 
to the Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin and to Director of Planning and Economic Development Director 
Matthew Bachler. The letter states that the property owners have failed to stabilize the property by allowing 
run-off into wetlands while moving earth around. 
 
Swanzey Uncovered 
Fanning asked about the Swanzey Uncovered publication. Smith explained the newsletter for the new members. 
Fanning said it might be appropriate to have some reference to the death of Ruth Snyder in it. It was noted that 
Snyder wasn’t a member of the Conservation Commission, but that Roberta Visser lost her spouse and Visser is a 
member of the Commission. Johnson said she would look back through the minutes and write up something.  
 
Earth Day Cleanup 
A brief discussion was held about the Earth Day Cleanup sponsored by the Conservation Commission. 
 
Muster Property 
Elkins noted that she walked the Muster property recently, and she did not see any signs of erosion. Elkins said 
she did not see any sign of four-wheelers there as well. She said she walked the whole waterfront. 
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, January 4, 2020 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Goodrich and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
              
              
         


